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INVESTIGATION AND REPORT TO ASSURE AN EQUITABLE 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE TAX BURDEN 

Section 210 of act June 29, 1956, ch. 462, title II, 70 
Stat. 401, as amended by Pub. L. 85–823, § 1, Aug. 28, 1958, 
72 Stat. 983, directed Secretary of Commerce, in co-
operation with other Federal officers and agencies (par-
ticularly Interstate Commerce Commission) and with 
State highway departments, to make a study and in-
vestigation of effects on design, construction, and 
maintenance of Federal-aid highways of (A) use of vehi-
cles of different dimensions, weights, and other speci-
fications, and (B) frequency of occurrences of such ve-
hicles in traffic stream, the proportionate share of de-
sign, construction, and maintenance costs of the Fed-
eral-aid highways attributable to each class of persons 
using such highways and the benefits derived from use 
of such highways, and any direct and indirect benefits 
accruing to any class which derives benefits from Fed-
eral-aid highways, in addition to benefits from actual 
use of such highways, which are attributable to public 
expenditures for such highways and required final re-
port to be made no later than Jan. 3, 1961. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 103, 104, 115, 135, 
144, 151, 157 of this title; title 49 sections 111, 41714. 

§ 308. Cooperation with Federal and State agen-
cies and foreign countries 

(a) The Secretary is authorized to perform by 
contract or otherwise, authorized engineering or 
other services in connection with the survey, 
construction, maintenance, or improvement of 
highways for other Government agencies, co-
operating foreign countries, and State cooperat-
ing agencies, and reimbursement for such serv-
ices, which may include depreciation on engi-
neering and roadbuilding equipment used, shall 
be credited to the appropriation concerned. 

(b) Appropriations for the work of the Federal 
Highway Administration shall be available for 
expenses of warehouse maintenance and the pro-
curement, care, and handling of supplies, mate-
rials, and equipment for distribution of projects 
under the supervision of the Federal Highway 
Administration, or for sale or distribution to 
other Government agencies, cooperating foreign 
countries, and State cooperating agencies, and 
the cost of such supplies and materials or the 
value of such equipment, including the cost of 
transportation and handling, may be reimbursed 
to current applicable appropriations. 

(Pub. L. 85–767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 914; Pub. L. 
93–87, title I, § 152(5), Aug. 13, 1973, 87 Stat. 276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–87 substituted ‘‘Federal 
Highway Administration’’ for ‘‘Bureau of Public 
Roads’’ in two places. 

§ 309. Cooperation with other American Repub-
lics 

The President is authorized to utilize the serv-
ices of the Federal Highway Administration in 
fulfilling the obligations of the United States 
under the Convention on the Pan-American 
Highway Between the United States and Other 
American Republics (51 Stat. 152), cooperating 
with several governments, members of the Orga-
nization of American States, in connection with 
the survey and construction of the Inter-Amer-
ican Highway, and for performing engineering 

service in the other American Republics for and 
upon the request of any agency or governmental 
corporation of the United States. To the extent 
authorized in appropriation acts, administrative 
funds available in accordance with subsection 
(a) of section 104 of this title shall be available 
annually for the purpose of this section. 

(Pub. L. 85–767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 914; Pub. L. 
93–87, title I, § 152(5), Aug. 13, 1973, 87 Stat. 276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Pub. L. 93–87 substituted ‘‘Federal Highway Ad-
ministration’’ for ‘‘Bureau of Public Roads’’. 

§ 310. Civil defense 

In order to assure that adequate consideration 
is given to civil defense aspects in the planning 
and construction of highways constructed or re-
constructed with the aid of Federal funds, the 
Secretary of Transportation is authorized and 
directed to consult, from time to time, with the 
Federal Civil Defense Administrator relative to 
the civil defense aspects of highways so con-
structed or reconstructed. 

(Pub. L. 85–767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 914; Pub. L. 
93–87, title I, § 152(3), Aug. 13, 1973, 87 Stat. 276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Pub. L. 93–87 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Trans-
portation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Office of Federal Civil Defense Administrator, re-
ferred to in text, abolished and functions thereof trans-
ferred to President by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1958, set out 
as a note under section 5195 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. The Plan also established a new 
agency in the Executive Office of the President, known 
as the Office of Defense and Civilian Mobilization to be 
headed by a Director. Office redesignated as the Office 
of Civil and Defense Mobilization by act Aug. 26, 1958 
(72 Stat. 861; 42 U.S.C. 5195 note). Civil defense func-
tions transferred to Secretary of Defense by Executive 
Order No. 10952 of July 20, 1961, formerly set out as a 
note under section 2271 of Title 50, Appendix, War and 
National Defense, and remaining functions redesig-
nated Office of Emergency Planning by act Sept. 22, 
1961 (75 Stat. 630; 42 U.S.C. 5195 note). Office redesig-
nated Office of Emergency Preparedness by act Oct. 21, 
1968 (82 Stat. 1194; 42 U.S.C. 5195 note). Office of Emer-
gency Preparedness including office of Director abol-
ished and functions thereof transferred to President by 
Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1973, set out as a note under sec-
tion 5195 of Title 42. 

§ 311. Highway improvements strategically im-
portant to the national defense 

Funds made available under subsection (a) of 
section 104 of this title may be used to pay the 
entire engineering costs of the surveys, plans, 
specifications, estimates, and supervision of 
construction of projects for such urgent im-
provements of highways strategically important 
from the standpoint of the national defense as 
may be undertaken on the order of the Sec-
retary and as the result of request of the Sec-
retary of Defense or such other official as the 
President may designate. With the consent of a 
State, funds made available under subsection (b) 
of section 104 of this title may be used to the ex-
tent deemed necessary and advisable by the Sec-
retary to carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion. 


